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If a student is working toward a regular high school
diploma, it is important to monitor the test scores to
determine if adequate progress is being made. Students
who expect to graduate from a high school must earn a
passing score on the grade 10 FCAT Reading and FCAT
Mathematics. Students will have multiple opportunities
to earn a passing score.
�
Those students who have completed all Pinellas County
graduation requirements, but who have not achieved a
2.0 cumulative grade point average or have not met the
requirements of the Statewide Assessment Program
(FCAT), will receive a Certificate of Completion instead
of a regular diploma. Test accommodations are available
for students who have previously been identified as
having specific needs. Please contact your local school for
more details.

Graduation Requirements
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Dear Parent or Guardian:

The Pinellas County Graduation Expectations reflect the district, state,
community, and workplace requirements.  The expectations are in all subjects
and focus on broad life-related skills and characteristics that make students
quality producers.  The graduation expectations incorporate future trends that
will influence the lives of students and will help them make responsible,
ethical, financial, and civic decisions.

     The graduation expectations appear in a colored rectangle at the top of each
page followed below by selected descriptors.  These descriptors are content
standards from the Pinellas County Schools Student Expectations that outline
what your student should learn in high school subjects.  You can encourage
your student’s learning by becoming familiar with the graduation expectations,
the Pinellas County Schools Student Expectations, and by reinforcing
classroom activities at home.

The Pinellas County Schools’ aim of “Highest Student Achievement”
defines student expectations as the essential content knowledge, reasoning,
performance, or skill that all students should know and be able to do.  Pinellas
County teachers and administrators developed these expectations based
on Florida’s Sunshine State Standards, national standards, and current
research.  Achievement of these expectations will help your student score
well on the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT).

       We would like to thank the teachers, administrators, and parent focus
groups who have created, reviewed, and revised this family guide.  We
welcome your suggestions and have included a postage-free evaluation form at
the end of this guide.

If you have specific questions regarding curriculum or school programs,
please call your student’s teacher.  Additional information on these
expectations is available on our Pinellas County Home Page under
www.pinellas.k12.fl.us.

J. Howard Hinesley, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

A Family Guide for Student Success
Graduation Expectations
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Help for Using This Guide

1. The Pinellas Graduation Expectations areas appear in a colored
rectangle at the top of the page.

2. The words underlined are subject areas, which have specific
courses designed for high school (e.g., Geometry, Earth Science,
Art 2/Design).

3. Beneath the subject areas are the standards, which are the content
knowledge, reasoning proficiency, performance, or skill that students
should know and be able to do at the end of high school.

4. At the end of each set of expectations is a description of activities to
do at home that reinforce what your student is learning in school.

5.  Pages 4 -5 describe the three standard diploma options.
6.  Pages 17-20 contain requirements for Florida Bright Futures

Scholarship Program including the Gold Seal Vocational Scholar’s
Award.

7.  Pages 21-23 contain descriptions of Service Learning.
8. Pages 24 explains the Student Planning System for Postsecondary

Success.

A Family Guide for Student Success
Graduation Expectations
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Evaluation of the
High School Guide for Student Success

(Pinellas County Schools Student Expectations)

My Student’s School _______________________________________

Today’s Date ______________________________ Grade Level 9-12

On a scale of 1 (no, not at all) to 5 (yes, definitely), please rate each of the following:

No Uncertain Yes
Not at all Definitely

1. Are the six graduation
expectations in this guide 1 2 3 4 5
important?

2. Are the expectations in this 1 2 3 4 5
guide easy to read?

3. Can your student meet the 1 2 3 4 5
expectations in this guide?

4. Do you understand what the 1 2 3 4 5
expectations mean?

5. Are the “Helpful Hints to 1 2 3 4 5
Use at Home” useful?

Comments or suggestions to improve the
Pinellas County Schools Student Expectations:

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Please return this survey to your student’s teacher.
Teachers:

Please return surveys to the SAGE office, Administration Building.
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Three Standard Diploma Options

All students scheduled to graduate in 2004 and thereafter must select one of the
three high school graduation options listed below by the end of grade 9 (or by the
end of 1st semester for grade 10 students new to the district.)  It is important to set
personal career goals and to consider your postsecondary education plans to help
you determine which graduation option is best for you.  Please review this high
school course comparison chart provided for your reference.

♦  24 credits*
 College Preparatory and

Career Preparatory
4 year option

4 English

3 Mathematics
(Successful
completion of
Algebra I or a series
of courses equivalent
to Algebra I)

3 Science

3 Social Studies
(includes 1/2 Am.
Govt., 1 Am.History,
1 World History &
1/2 Economics)

**
1 Physical Education

(includes 1/2
Personal Fitness)

1/2 Fine Arts AND
1/2 Practical Arts OR
   1 Fine Arts OR
   1 Practical Arts.

1/2 Health Life Mgt.
  Skills

8 1/2 Electives

2.0 GPA or above
Passing score on FCAT

♦  18 credits
Standard College

Preparatory
3 year option

4 English

3 Mathematics
(At the Algebra I
level or higher from
the list of courses that
qualify for state
university admissions)

3 Science

3 Social Studies
(includes 1/2 Am.
Govt., 1 Am. History,
1 World History &
1/2 Economics)

2 World Language
(must be same
language)

3 Electives

6 of the 18 credits must be
weighted honors courses

3.0 GPA or above
Passing score on FCAT

♦  18 credits
Career Preparatory

3 year option

4 English

3 Mathematics
(One of which must
be Algebra I)

3 Science

3 Social Studies
(includes 1/2 Am.
Govt., 1 Am. History,
1 World History &
1/2 Economics)

3 in a single
Vocational or Career
Ed. Program, or in
Career and Technical
Certificate Dual
Enrollment courses,
or 5 credits in
Vocational or Career
Ed. Courses

2 Electives (unless 5
credits are earned in
Vocational or
Career Ed.)

3.0 GPA or above
Passing score on FCAT
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Career Interest and Planning

Pinellas County Schools’
Student Planning System for Postsecondary Success

When your student graduates from high school, he or she will be entering the
world of adulthood. The big question is: “What will he or she be prepared to do?”
Now is the time to begin focusing on your student’s future. You can start to build a
better future for your student by planning carefully with your student and by fo-
cusing on postsecondary goals. By wisely choosing high school courses, your stu-
dent can build a strong foundation of academic knowledge and workplace skills
which will improve career opportunities and enhance the chances of success after
high school.

Focus on Career Clusters
Pinellas County Schools offers magnet and career academy programs that focus
on a variety of career areas including health and medicine, criminal justice,
architectural design and construction, agriscience and veterinary technology,
teaching arts, performing arts, business information systems, manufacturing,
transportation, technology, and a variety of other career/vocational program areas.

Skill Development Experience and Preparation for Entr y into Fur ther
Education or the Workfor ce.
Pinellas County Schools offers a variety of career education programs at every
high school. A full range  of entry tests including the SAT, College Placement Test
and ASVAB are available. Also offered are integrated classroom activities,
visitation to colleges, technical centers and worksites, and financial aid awareness.
High schools also offer a wide range of career related activities such as career
exploration classes, work experience classes, career labs/centers and guidance
seminars.

With your help, your student should:
• Identify interests and skills
• Set personal goals about school and careers
• Improve study habits
• Explore career options

Your student’s high school guidance counselor can provide
a wealth of career information.

Three Standard Diploma Options
Florida students have the opportunity to access the 24 credit graduation option
which fully prepares them for college entrance nationwide, a technical school, or
the military if electives, mathematics and other academic courses are chosen wisely.

A student, however, may wish to only pursue the Standard College Preparatory or
Career Preparatory 18 credit option.  The student shall submit to the high school
principal and guidance counselor a signed parental consent to enter the 3-year
accelerated graduation program.  In order to select an 18 credit graduation option,
a student must achieve at least a level 3 on the most recent FCAT reading,
mathematics and writing assessments.  If you think you may be interested in
either of the three-year graduation options, please see your guidance counselor
for further information.  If you do not select a graduation option, your
guidance counselor will assign you the four-year 24 credit option.  In the 18
credit Standard College Preparatory option, students must earn at least a B in an
unweighted class and a C in a weighted class to receive course credit.  In the 18
credit Career Preparatory option students must earn at least a C in a weighted or
unweighted class to receive course credit.  An 18 credit student who does not
score level 3 or higher on the 10th grade writing assessment, achieve 5 credits by
the end of grade 9 or 11 credits by the end of grade 10 will be reassigned to the 24
or 29 credit program.

Additional Information:

*1.  The total number of credits required for graduation from a four year program
is 29 in a high school offering a 4x4 block schedule with 32 credit opportunities.

**2.  Students earning a 24 credit standard diploma or an 18 credit Career
Preparatory diploma are not required to take a world language course.  Students
wishing to meet state university entrance requirements, however, must earn two
world language credits in sequential courses.

3.  A student must be registered for at least one English course each semester in
grades 9-12 (except students at schools on a 4x4 schedule).  Advanced Placement
English may be substituted for English IV.

4.  Advanced Placement American History may be substituted for American History.

5.  One Credit of Physical Education:   A student can satisfy a full credit of physical
education by participating in an interscholastic sport approved by FHSAA for
two full seasons at the junior varsity or varsity level and passing a competency
test on personal fitness with a score of “C” or better.  Satisfying completion and
approval of PCS Form 2-2782 is needed for this substitution.  Satisfying the
personal fitness or physical education requirement in this manner does not
decrease the minimum number of credits needed for graduation since no course
credit or grade is earned through sports.

6.  Students may participate in a marching band class or a physical activity class
that requires participation in marching band activities as an extracurricular activity
to satisfy 1/2 credit of the physical education requirement.  Completion of a JROTC
class that includes a significant component of drills will satisfy the 1/2 credit of
physical education requirement.  Students must earn a “C” or higher in the class.
Participation may not be used to satisfy the personal fitness 1/2 credit requirement
of the adaptive physical education requirement under an IEP or 504 plan.
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Responsible Individual

In Language Ar ts your student shows responsibility by:
• applying themes and experiences of classic literature to real-life situations.
• understanding and upholding copyright laws.

In Mathematics your student shows responsibility by:

• using estimation to recognize errors in calculation.
• explaining the limitations using statistical techniques and data in making

inferences and valid arguments.
• critiquing interpretations of statistical data in our society.

In Science your student shows responsibility by:
• explaining the need for protection of the natural systems on Earth.
• understanding the consequences of using limited natural resources.
• applying skepticism, reason, honesty, objectivity, tolerance, open-

mindedness and data-analysis to form a basis for personal ethical behavior.
• discussing a variety of science, technology, and society interactions, and the

positive and negative trade-offs involved in their evolution.
• making well-reasoned decisions based on available data and alternatives, and

predicting and weighing the consequences of those decisions.

In  Social Studies your student shows responsibility by:
• understanding the structure, functions, and purposes of government and  how
  the principles and values of American democracy are reflected in American

constitutional government.
• identifying ways in which the individual may affect political decision making.
• distinguishing between fact and opinion.
• evaluating conflicting sources.
• identifying cause and effect relationships.
• detecting bias in resource materials.
• identifying motivations for varying points of view.
• understanding global impacts of human changes in the physical environment.
• developing and defining personal political beliefs.
• describing the connections between rights and responsibilities.
• describing ways citizens can participate in the political process at local, state,

and national level.
• understanding how scarcity requires individuals and institutions to make

choices.
• evaluating the trade-offs in the use of credit.

23

   (f) Appeals: If a proposed plan is not approved by a high school's community
service designee, the student may appeal the denial to the Bright Futures Community
Service Appeals Committee, which will render a final decision on the student's
plan. The committee will be appointed by the Financial Aid Specialist who
will develop procedures for the committee. Decisions of the committee (without
personal identifiable information about an individual student) will be distributed
to all high schools.

Community Service
(Formerly Service Learning)
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• understanding how government policies affect the distribution of scarce
resources.

• demonstrating the ability to resolve conflicts by using debate, consensus,
compromise, and negotiation.

In World Language  your student shows responsibility by:
• understanding the relationship between the perspectives and products of the

culture studied and using this knowledge to recognize cultural practices.
• recognizing that cultures have different patterns of interaction and applying

this knowledge to his or her own culture.

In Health and Physical Education  your student shows responsibility by:
• practicing health enhancing behaviors.
• demonstrating a well-balanced physical, emotional, and social life-style.

In the Ar ts  your student shows responsibility by:
• applying and connecting the visual and performing arts to careers, other

disciplines, and the community.
• understanding that the processes (such as work ethic,

self-discipline, working within a team, and
commitment to excellence) involved in
refining a musical performance are the same
processes that foster success in

  other disciplines and in life.

Helpful Hints to Use at Home
• Provide a quiet study area in your home enriched with a variety of resources

such as books, newspapers, magazines, dictionary, calculator, computer and
software, music, and artwork.

• Encourage and monitor school attendance, punctuality, behavior, class
participation, completion of assigned work, and study habits.

• Engage in conversations about happenings at school, newspaper articles,
television shows, movies, events in the community and world, personal
responsibility, ethical behavior, and foster critical-thinking/decision-making
skills.

• Investigate and discuss educational and career opportunities.

Responsible Individual
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   (c) Procedures: The following steps are the process that the student will use for
documenting the community service experience.

1. Meet with the community service designee at the student's high school to
discuss community service and complete form #1 (PCS2-2602-1).

2. Contact the community agency for an interview to discuss the community
service work and to develop the student's schedule of hours.

3. Complete form #2 (PCS2-2602-2) afler developing a detailed identification
of the social problem.

4. Submit community service form #2 (PCS form 2-2602-2) to the community
service designee at the high school for approval.

5. Log community service hours on form #3 (PCS fomm 2-2602-3). The agency
contact person must sign this documentation.

6. Summarize, evaluate and reflect upon the community service work experience
and the persons in the community that the student interacted with during this service
work. Submit this information to the high school community service designee by
completing community service form #4 (PCS form 2-2602-4).

   (d) Restrictions: What hours cannot be counted?

1. Hours logged prior to the high school community service designee's approval
and signature.

2. Court mandated community service.
3. High school work program and Executive Internship program hours.
4. Classroom hours.
5. Hours logged at “for Profit” organizations (certain exceptions apply such as

nursing homes).
6. An activity for which a student is personally compensated either financially

or with some other material benefit.
7. Simple, tedious and repetitive work, like returning library books to the shelves.
8. All forms of duty within the family.
9. Religious devotion or any activity which can be interpreted primarily as

proselytizing.
10. An activity where there is no leader or responsible adult on site to evaluate

and confirm student performance.
11. Coaching (not to be confused with PARC, UPARC and Special Olympics).
12. Working as a teacher assistant or with students in non-academic classes,

clubs or groups.

   (e) Approved Project List: The Financial Aid Department shall maintain a list
of the types of community service projects that are approved.

Community Service
(Formerly Service Learning)
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Effective Communicator

In Language Ar ts, your student communicates by:
• receiving information in a variety of forms and presenting information in a

variety of ways.
• using effective listening strategies.
• adapting language appropriately to social, personal, and workplace situations.
• using appropriate technology.
• using accepted verbal, written and symbolic formats for content and concepts

of all disciplines (math, science, music, visual art, social studies, language
arts, foreign language).

• writing in a variety of formats using standard English.
• using technology in academic, social, and workplace situations.

In Mathematics, your student communicates by:
• converting word phrases into mathematical symbols and vice versa.
• using equivalent forms of responses as the most appropriate solution to a

particular situation.
• describing patterns using words, symbols, variables, tables, and graphs.
• using appropriate technology to construct spreadsheets to display data.

In Science, your student communicates by:
•  using accepted verbal and written formats for science content and concepts.

In  Social Studies, your student communicates by:
• using a variety of maps, geographic technologies including

geographic information systems (GIS) and satellite-produced
imagery, and other advanced graphic representations to depict
geographic problems.

• drawing comparisons across eras and regions to define enduring issues.
• analyzing and interpreting primary and secondary sources.
• describing multiple perspectives by identifying differing motives, beliefs,

and interests.
• utilizing visual, mathematical, and quantitative data presented in charts,

tables, graphs, etc. to clarify, illustrate, and elaborate information.
• assessing the role of electronic and print media in the formation of public

opinion.
• evaluating ways that government and the media influence public opinion.
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Community Service Requirements for the
Florida Academic Scholars Award

Florida Academic Scholars Award initial eligibility requirements include 75 hours
of community service, as approved by the school district or the administration of the
private high school. Regardless of the method used to qualify (National Merit and
Achievement Scholars and Finalists, National Hispanic Scholars International
Baccalaureate Diploma recipients) all initial FAS applicants must meet the
community service requirements. No waivers of this requirement can be granted.

4.19 FLORIDA’S BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

(1) Florida’s Bright Futures Scholarship program is administered through the
Financial Aid Department.

(2) Community Service Work Experience for Florida Academic Scholars Award.
  (a) Policy: This policy addresses only community service work experience
required for students to be eligible to receive the Florida Academic Scholars Award
and does not address any community service that may be required in a course or
other programs such as the Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) requirement of the
IB program. This policy does not intend to restrict a student from using these
hours to fulfill other requirements, if appropriate. (Note: community service work
experience is not required for Florida Medallion Scholars Award or Florida Gold
Seal Vocational Scholars Award).
   (b) Requirements:

1. To be eligible to receive the Florida Academic Scholars Award a student
must complete a program of community service work that includes a “minimum
of 75 hours of community service work.”

2. The student will identify a social problem that interests him or her, develop
a plan of personal involvement in addressing the problem and evaluate and reflect
upon the experience.

3. The community service work shall address a social problem in the state of
Florida with preference to benefiting Pinellas County.

4. All hours must address the same social problem. The service may be
performed at more than one agency if the same social problem is being addressed;
however, each agency needs to be approved by the high school's community service
designee.

5. The high school's community service designee must approve the student's
plan prior to the beginning of the experience.

6. The student must be a high school student enrolled in grades 9-12.

Community Service
(Formerly Service Learning)
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Effective Communicator

In World Languages, your student communicates by:
• possessing communicative skills in a second language.
• comprehending and responding effectively in a second language using verbal

and written formats.

In  Healt , your student communicates by:
• practicing effective interpersonal communication skills that promote healthy

relationships and prevent/resolve conflicts.

In the Ar ts, your student communicates by:
• interacting effectively with a variety of audiences.
• interpreting human experiences through media, literature, and the arts.
• creating an effective range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas using

knowledge of the visual and performing arts (music, theater, dance arts).

Helpful Hints to Use at Home
• Ask your student to share views on issues such as violence, smoking, teen

curfews, and driving laws.
• Provide a quiet study area in your home enriched with a variety of resources

such as books, newspapers, magazines, dictionary, calculator, computer and
software, music, and artwork.

• Engage in conversations about happenings at school, newspaper articles,
television shows, movies, events in the community and world, personal
responsibility, ethical behavior,  and foster critical-thinking/decision-making
skills.

• Investigate and discuss educational and career opportunities.
• Encourage your student to express feelings and ideas through writings,

speech, the arts, and technology.
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Florida Bright Futures
 Scholarship Program

FLORIDA GOLD SEAL VOCATIONAL SCHOLARS AWARD
Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Award Criteria for Students
♦ Meet general eligibility requirements for the Florida Bright Futures

Scholarship Program; and
♦ Earn an unrounded, state weighted GPA of 3.0 in the 15 1/2 courses

required for high school graduation, excluding electives; and
♦ Complete a program of studies that requires at least three

secondary school vocational credits (excluding on-the-job training); and
♦ Earn a GPA of 3.5 in the three secondary school vocational credits; and
♦ Earn a SAT sub score of verbal 440, math 440; or ACT sub score of English

17, reading 18, math 19; or CPT scores of reading 83, Sentence Skills 83 and
Algebra 72.

Award Level for Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars
A Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholar who is enrolled in a public postsecondary
education institution is eligible for an award of 75% of tuition and fees for a total
of 90 semester credits or their equivalent. A student who is enrolled in a private
postsecondary education institution is eligible for an award to 75% of the average
tuition and fees of a public postsecondary institution at the comparable level. In
either case, an award may cover up to 45 semester credit hours per academic year.
Summer hours are not currently funded. By maintaining the renewal GPA  of 2.75,
the Gold Seal Scholar may transfer to the Medallion Scholars program and continue
for a four-year degree.

How many hours of funding are available to Florida Gold Seal Vocational
Scholars?
♦ A student may participate up to 7 years from high school graduation (if

initially funded within 3 years after high school graduation).
♦ A student may receive up to 90 semester hours (or the equivalent in quarter or

clock hours).
♦ . Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars who meet spring renewal requirements

and have 45 or less hours remaining are renewed as Florida Medallion Scholars.
♦ A student who enlists in the United States Armed Forces immediately after

completion of high school will begin the 3-year eligibility period for his/her
initial award upon the date of separation from active duty. A student who is
receiving a Florida Bright Futures Scholarship and discontinues his/her
education to enlist in the United States Armed Forces, will commence the
remainder of his/her 7-year renewal period upon the date of separation from
active duty.

Test score requirements could be raised by the Florida Legislature.  For further information
and updates, check with your guidance counselor or the Florida Department of Education
Homepage (http://www.firn.edu/doe/brfuture) or the Pinellas County Homepage
(www.pinellas.k12.fl.us).   Information supplied is current at the time.  (6-04)
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Florida Bright Futures
 Scholarship Program

  3. A student may participate up to 7 years from high school graduation (if initially
funded within 3 years after hiqh school graduation), or up to completion of his/her
first baccalaureate degree program, whichever comes first.

  4. A student who enlists in the United States Armed Forces immediately after
completion of high school will begin the 3-year eligibility period for his/her
initial award upon the date of separation from active duty. A student who is
receiving a Florida Bright Futures Scholarship and discontinues his/her
education to enlist in the United States Ammed Forces, will commence the
remainder of his/her 7-year renewal period upon the date of separation from
active duty.

FLORIDA MEDALLION SCHOLARS AWARD

Florida Medallion Scholars Award Criteria
A student is eligible for a Florida Medallion Scholars Award if the student meets
the following criteria:

♦ Meet general eligibility criteria requirements for the Florida Bright Futures
Scholarship Program; and

♦ Earn an unrounded, state weighted GPA of 3.0 in the 15 required college-prep
academic courses; and

♦ Earn a 970 SAT or 20 ACT test score; or

♦ Complete the IB curriculum plus a 970 SAT or 20 ACT.

Award Level for Florida Medallion Scholars
A Florida Medallion Scholar who is enrolled in a public postsecondary education
institution is eligible for an award of 75% of tuition and fees.  A student enrolled in
a private postsecondary education institution is eligible for an award equal to the
amount that would be required to pay 75% of the average tuition and fees of a
public postsecondary education institution at the comparable level. In either case,
an award may cover up to 45 semester credit hours per academic year.  Summer
hours are not currently funded.

Renewal Policies
A cumulative GPA of 3.0 is needed for an annual renewal of the Florida
Academic Scholars Award.  A cumulative GPA of 2.75 is needed for an annual
renewal of the Florida Medallion Scholars Award. Calculations are done on all
college work completed by the end of the second semester.

Knowledgeable Individual
In Language Ar ts  your student shows knowledge by:

• reading and understanding informational, technical, narrative, and other
literary forms.

• reading and understanding the effects of culture and historical events on
language and literature.

In Mathematics  your student shows knowledge by:
• understanding the different ways numbers are represented and used in the

real world.
• understanding number systems.
• understanding the effects of operations on numbers and the relationships

among these operations.
• understanding and applying theories related to numbers.
• comparing, contrasting, and converting within systems of measurement.
• visualizing and illustrating ways in which shapes can be combined,

subdivided, and changed.
• using coordinate geometry to locate objects in both two- and three-

dimensions and to describe objects algebraically.
• using expressions, equations, inequalities, graphs, and formulas to represent

and interpret situations.

In Science  your student shows knowledge by:
• understanding that all matter has observable, measurable properties.
• recognizing that energy may be changed in form.
• understanding that types of motion, force, and energy may be described,

measured, and predicted.
• recognizing the vastness of the universe and the Earth’s place in it.
• understanding the process and importance of genetic diversity and patterns of

structure and function in living things.
• understanding the basic principles of atomic theory and the interaction of

matter and energy.
• understanding the competitive, interdependent, cyclic nature of living things

in the environment.
• understanding that science, technology, and society are interwoven and

interdependent.
• recognizing the problems associated with and resulting from most natural

events.

In Social Studies your student shows knowledge by:
• understanding the geographies, histories, and cultures of the community,

region, nation, and world.
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Florida Bright Futures
 Scholarship Program

FLORIDA ACADEMIC SCHOLARS AWARD
Florida Academic Scholars Award Criteria
A student applying for the Florida Academic Scholars award must meet the following
criteria:

♦♦♦♦♦ Meet the general eligibility requirements; and

♦ Complete 75 hours of community service work
(Students must have prior approval from their high school service learning
designee before beginning to earn their 75 hours.); and

♦ Earn an unrounded, state weighted GPA of 3.5 in the 15 required college-prep
academic courses; and

♦ Earn a 1270 SAT or 28 ACT test score; or

♦ Earn an International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma from the International
Baccalaureate Office; or

♦ Complete the IB Curriculum plus a 1270 SAT or 28 ACT test score; or

♦ Earn the scholar or finalist award in the National Merit Scholar Programs,
Achievement Scholar Program, or a National Hispanic Scholar.

Award Level for Florida Academic Scholars
♦ A Florida Academic Scholar recipient who is enrolled in a public postsecondary

education institution is eligible for an award of 100% tuition and fees plus
$600 annually for college-related expenses prorated by term and hours.  A
student who is enrolled in a private postsecondary education institution is
eligible for an award equal to the amount that would be required to pay for the
average tuition and fees of a public postsecondary education institution at the
comparable level plus $600 annually.  In either case, an award may cover up to
45 semester credit hours per academic year.  Summer hours are not currently
funded.

How many hours of funding are available to Florida Academic and
Medallion Scholars?
  1. A student may receive up to 132 semester hours (or the equivalent in quarter or

clock hours) toward completion of an undergraduate degree or certificate (this
also applies to students in 3/2 programs).

  2. A student who is in a degree program of study that requires more than 120
semester hours (or the equivalent in quarter or clock hours) may apply for an
extension to the hours of funding. The application will be mailed to the student
automatically when he/she approaches the end of his/her scholarship program.

Knowledgeable Individual

• understanding the role of the citizen in American democracy.
• understanding how ideas and beliefs, decisions, and chance events have been

used in writing and interpreting history.
• understanding significant aspects of economic, political, and social systems.
• understanding how cultural and technological characteristics can link or

divide regions.

In  World Language your student shows knowledge by:
• recognizing the different patterns that languages use to communicate.
• using another language to gather information that is available only through

that language or within that culture.

In Health Education and Physical Education your student shows knowledge by:
• promoting wellness and disease prevention.
• analyzing the influence of culture, media, and technology upon health.
• recognizing that regular participation in physical activity develops personal

fitness and wellness.

In The Ar ts your student shows knowledge by:
• understanding the visual and performing arts in relation to history and culture.
• reading, performing, and notating music using various software packages.
• improvising melodies and harmonic accompaniments.
• understanding music in relation to culture and history.
• understanding the relationship between music and other disciplines.

Helpful Hints to Use at Home
• Provide a quiet study area in your home enriched with

a variety of resources such as books, newspapers,
magazines, dictionary, calculator, computer and software,
music, and artwork.

• Expect and monitor school attendance, punctuality, good
behavior, class participation, completion of assigned work,
and study habits.

• Encourage your student to keep up with current events by
reading the newspaper, and watching newscasts and
documentaries.
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Florida Bright Futures
 Scholarship Program

FLORIDA BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program establishes a lottery-funded
scholarship to reward Florida high school graduates who merit recognition of high
academic achievement and who enroll in an eligible Florida public or private
postsecondary educational institution.

GENERAL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE FLORIDA
BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

1. A student must be a Florida resident and a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen. The
postsecondary institution the student attends is responsible for making residency
and citizenship determinations.

2. Apply for a Florida Bright Futures Scholarship by completing the Florida Financial
Aid Application (FFAA)* during your last year in high school. Students may apply
on-line at www. FloridaStudentFinancialAid .org beginning December 1st of their
senior year in high school. This application gives the Department of Education
(DOE) permission to evaluate their high school transcripts for eligibility for a Florida
Bright Futures Scholarship.

3. Earn a Florida standard high school diploma or its equivalent.*
4. Not have been found guilty of, or plead nolo contendere to, a felony charge.
5. Meet Academic Requirements for the award students would like to earn.
6. Students must apply during their last year in high school or forfeit all future

eligibility  for a Bright Futures Scholarship.

How are Courses Weighted for the Bright Futures Grade Point Average
Calculations?
1. The grade point average calculated by the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship

Program evaluation  system to determine initial eligibility is based on the
weighting of certain courses. The following courses are weighted .25 per semester
course or .50 per year course.

2. Courses identified in the Course Code Directory as Advanced Placement, Pre-
lnternational Baccalaureate, International Baccalaureate, Honors, Pre-Advanced
International Certificate of Education (Pre-AICE), or Advanced International
Certificate of Education (AICE).

3. Courses designated as academic dual enrollment courses in the Statewide Course
Numbering System.

4. State University System approved courses identified in the "Course Code Directory"
as Level 3 in the subject areas of mathematics, language arts, science, and social
studies. These are listed in "Counseling for Future Education Handbook" (PDF
1.68 MB). (Note: Not all Level 3 courses are weighted.)

Early Admission and Dual Enrollment
Students who plan to apply for a Bright Futures Scholarship and who are enrolling in
the Early Admission or Dual Enrollment Programs need to verify with their high
school guidance counselor that these courses will satisfy scholarship curriculum
requirements. Early Admission students may apply for a Bright Futures Scholarship
at the end of their junior year, if they are eligible.

Self-directed Learner

In Language Ar ts  your student shows self direction by:
• reading and writing a wide variety of materials for work and pleasure.
• accessing information from a wide variety of media.

In Mathematics  your student shows  self direction by:
• using appropriate methods of computing such as mental math, pencil and

paper, calculators, and computers to solve problems.
• using computers and/or graphing calculators to explore relationships of

real-world data.

In Science  your student shows  self direction by:
• consistently seeking and making connections between what is learned in

school and real-world life.
• using scientific data to make lifelong decisions that affect health and

well-being.
• being curious about the world and sharing that curiosity with others.

In Social Studies  your student shows  self direction by:
• developing and defining personal political beliefs.
• determining personal political views on issues and developing a rationale for

those views.
• identifying ways in which the individual may affect political decision making.
• demonstrating the ability to resolve conflicts by using debate, consensus,

compromise, and negotiation.
• evaluating positions on the relationships among personal, political, and

economic rights.

In World Language  your student shows  self direction by:
• using technology and print to access information and communicate with

members of the target culture.
• reinforcing and furthering knowledge of other disciplines through a world

language.

In Health and Physical Education  your student shows  self direction by:
• developing and maintaining a healthy life style.
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Teamworker
In Language Ar ts, your student shows teamwork by:

• understanding and respecting factors which create diversity including age,
gender, class, ethnicity, and dialect.

• understanding and upholding copyright laws.
• using effective listening strategies.
• adapting language appropriately to social, personal, and workplace situations.

In Mathematics, your student shows teamwork by:
• justifing alternative strategies for solving problems.
• selecting the most appropriate solution to a real-world problem.
• using statistical methods to make inferences and valid arguments about

real-world situations.

In Science, your student shows teamwork by:
• working independently and with others to solve scientific, technological, and

societal problems.

In Social Studies, your student shows teamwork by:
• understanding differences among people while participating cooperatively

with other students.
• demonstrating the ability to resolve conflicts by using debate, consensus,

compromise, and negotiation.
• demonstrating respect for the autonomy, self-determination, privacy, and

dignity of others.

In  World Language, your student shows teamwork by:
• interacting in the target language in a number of true-life situations chosen

from a variety of contexts.
• understanding that knowing more than one language allows people to

function effectively in multilingual communities.
• knowing the benefits that being able to communicate in more than one

language can have on one’s career.

In Health and Physical Education, your student shows teamwork by:
• promoting personal, family, and community health.
• demonstrating justice, fairness. equity, openness, and consistency.
• demonstrating concern for the interests of others.

In The Ar ts, your student shows teamwork by:
• performing, alone or with others, a varied repertoire of music.
• understanding differences among people while participating cooperatively

with other students.

Helpful Hints To Use At Home
• Support your student in service learning through participation in community projects.
• Involve your student in completing chores around the home.
• Encourage your student to join a club or sports team.
• Comment on the qualities of good teamwork or sportsmanship while

watching a live event or television broadcast with your student.

In The Ar ts  your student shows  self direction by:
• analyzing, evaluating, and responding aesthetically to the characteristics of

works of art.
• analyzing, evaluating, and interpreting music and music performance.

Helpful Hints to Use at Home
• Ask your student to create or use a daily planner to maintain assignments,

appointments, personal goals, and events.
• Suggest that your student monitor his or her own school attendance,

punctuality, behavior, class participation, completion of assigned work, and
study habits.

• Investigate and discuss goals related to educational and career opportunities
with your student.

• Ask your student to plan a trip to a place in Florida that has an historical,
governmental, or cultural background.

• Recognize your student for participating in daily physical activity.

Self-directed Learner
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Problem Solver

In Language Ar ts, your student solves problems by:
• using written information to solve real-life problems.
• responding to literature personally and analytically.
• critically evaluating such nonprint media as television and movies.

In  Mathematics, your student solves problems by:
• using estimation strategies for predicting results and checking the

reasonableness of the results.
• measuring quantities in the real world and using the measurement to solve

problems.
• estimating measurements in real-world situations.
• selecting and using appropriate units and instruments for measurement to

achieve the degree of precision and accuracy required in real-world situations.
• describing, drawing, identifying, and analyzing two- and three-dimensional

shapes.
• describing, analyzing, and generalizing a wide variety of patterns, relations,

and functions.
• understanding and using the tools of data analysis for managing information.
• identifying patterns and making predictions from an orderly display of data

using concepts of probability and statistics.

In  Science, your student solves problems by:
• using the scientific processes and habits of the mind.
• demonstrating a variety of problem-solving and decision-making techniques,

and knowing those that best fit a particular problem.
• demonstrating the use of scientific inquiry techniques such as formulating

valid questions and hypotheses, making predictions, planning and executing
experiments, making careful observations, classifying, interpreting and
analyzing data, and drawing plausible conclusions.

• collecting, recording, graphing, computing, and analyzing the significance of
a variety of data.

• using appropriate mathematical skills.
• demonstrating the ability to think critically and creatively.
• recognizing and identifying common patterns in substances, systems,

processes, data, equations, and theories, and making predictions based on
those patterns.

In Social Studies, your student solves problems by:
• comparing the positions of major and minor political parties and interest

groups regarding economic, political, and social issues.

• evaluating conflicting sources and materials in the interpretation of a historical
event or episode.

• selecting and using maps and other geographical tools appropriately.
• understanding how scarcity of resources requires individuals and institutions

to make choices.
• applying knowledge of rights, policies, and programs to real-life situations.

In World Language, your student solves problems by:
• using information and perspectives that are available only through another

language and within another culture.

In Health and Physical Education, your student solves problems by:
• adapting to changes in order to live a physically, mentally, and emotionally

balanced life.
• developing a personal fitness plan and demonstrating a willingness to

participate in activities or sports which promote fitness.
• using goal-setting and decision-making skills to enhance health.

In The Ar ts, your student solves problems by:
• demonstrating creative and/or critical thinking skills in order to solve real-life

problems.
• understanding and applying tools, media, processes, and techniques specific

to drawing, painting, ceramics, sculpture, photography, and digital arts.
• listening to, describing, analyzing, and evaluating the visual and performing

arts (music, theater, dance arts).

Helpful Hints To Use At Home
• Track a hurricane with your student and find
   out how path predictions are made.
• Engage in conversations about happenings at school, newspaper articles,

television shows, movies, events in the community and the world.
• Investigate and discuss educational and career opportunities.
• Prepare a budget for post high school education or training.
• Develop and participate in a personal fitness program that will promote

health and fitness through a variety of activities.

Problem Solver


